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Religious Hypocrisy
Poquelin Molière, who was legendary in French literature, was very akin to the works of fiction. However, the works were a great source of knowledge and information in the matter of society and general life. In his literary works, he brought out many aspects of human society that are relevant in the lectures on morality. The title Tartuffe is a symbolic meaning of hypocrite, which therefore explains the main idea of the play. There other ideas that are also evident in the play, but they are all intertwined with hypocrisy. The aspect of religion and the insincerity in it are also well outlined in the book. The influence of religion that was being propagated by the Catholic Church was dominant in the play. The theme is among one of the main reasons why he got criticisms from the authority of the Catholic Church. The problems went ahead to banning the play from many theatres. The church was strong not only in religious matters but also in matters of culture and politics (Crisp, Roger, and Christopher 346). Moliere did not argue so much with the church due to the fact that the church had much influence on society. 
Thesis statement: Tartuffe lifestyle of religious hypocrisy is a proof that it is possible to successfully hide in religion for personal evil gains. 
Though religious hypocrisy seems obvious to many, it is difficult to accuse a person of the same since it is mostly applied by trusted individuals in the society. Tartuffe is regarded as a hypocrite much at the beginning of the matter. Every time we are told about Tartuffe, we get to learn more of the hypocrisy; hence it becomes clear as he gets to be mentioned. Hypocrisy and deception go hand in hand because one has to be hypocritical in order to deceive others. The people who are deceived must trust the person, and the person, therefore, has to apply hypocrisy. Hypocrisy involves efforts to portray an image in the eyes of people that are not real but fake (Maxfield 33). Madame Pernelle is convinced that Tartuffe is a man of holiness and has the zeal for serving God as a Christian (Moliere 4) . Pernelle admonishes Orgon’s household to emulate Tartuffe since she trusts him. The trust created by Tartuffe makes him thrive in religious hypocrisy. 
Tartuffe creates influence in his religious hypocrisy which helps in achieving his secret mission. The play starts off when a very wealthy patriarch Orgon is deceived by a very religious young man by the name Tartuffe. Tartuffe, who is a holier than thou individual, has powerful influence; hence he is able to convince many who falls into his traps. Tartuffe manages to do all these in the name of religion which many people believe in when handling their daily activities. According to society, religion should be a display of honesty and transparency (Delpech 11). Therefore, individuals in society easily trust the people who go to them in the name of religion. Tartuffe took advantage of the notion in society. Tartuffe is able to influence Orgon together with his mother. The mansion owner is obsessed and gets fond of the hypocrite and the religious ideologies and tactics. As a result of this blindness, Orgon never gets to understand any of the people close to him, such as his son, daughter, and servants. Those people are able to penetrate Orgon's entity where they get to know Tartuffe and his ill intentions. Since his entry into that household, Tartuffe becomes Orgon's favourite (Moliere 15). The patriarch also tells Cleante, his brother-in-law, about the young religious man. The patriarch explains how he attends church every day and kneels down in humility while praying (Moliere 55). Additionally, he explains how the young man has influenced many people and has won favour in the eyes of many. Religious hypocrisy has influence which is hard to ignore or fight. 
Religious hypocrisy is hidden in the religion which blinds many people due to it’s good-looking intentions.  Many malicious activities are carried out in the name of religion. Society is very slow when it comes to scrutinizing anyone who comes in the name of religion. Those in religion have mastered the secret of making people believe in them by using religion to deceive them. The aspect of religious hypocrisy is a common vice in many people's lives who hides under the umbrella of religion to cause harm in the lives of others. The satirical style in Tartuffe by Moliere is based majorly on the religious hypocrisy in society. The main characters Orgon and Tartuffe are the main characters who display the deception involved in the religious hypocrisy. The hypocrisy is a clear display of a false assumption about the real lifestyle of an individual. The patriarch later is able to see Tartuffe's actions even after being gullible when the alarm was raised by the family. It comes as a surprise to him since being a patriarch, and he does not expect the young man Tartuffe to display such behaviours. The patriarch was able to see the actions and hear the words of Tartuffe, and it met him in surprise after realizing that Tartuffe had planned to get rid of the patriarch's family (Orwen, 612). The king also agreed that the young man Tartuffe was not sincere; hence his trust in him was lost (Moliere 68). Therefore, the king declared that Tartuffe being seized of the property and returned Orgon the patriarch. 
When it comes to faith, a religious hypocrite is a strong believer of their faith. The actions are mostly done in order to achieve a certain goal for their personal satisfaction. Tartuffe understood this and, therefore, took advantage of the idea that most people would not consider a religious person to be found in sin. There is a level of trust that Tartuffe had created in the eyes of many, including the patriarch Orgon. Orgon goes a step ahead and gives his daughter a hand in marriage to Tartuffe. Orgon's son Damis is against the idea since he feels that Tartuffe is not interested (Moliere 10). Damis intends to prove himself right in the eyes of his doubtful father Orgon. He hides and decides to carry an investigation on the behavior of Tartuffe. Damis finally ambushes Tartuffe making love professions to Orgon’s wife Elmire (Moliere 96). However, when Damis tries to accuse Tartuffe in the eyes of his father, Orgon hears none of it since he has been blinded by Tartuffe’s hypocrisy. Damis is right because Tartuffe is just pretending in the cover of religion. Orgon even thinks that his son is plotting evil against Tartuffe and he goes on to disinherit him. Surprisingly he also calls Tartuffe and promises to make him the sole heir in his family as well as make him the son in law. Orgon is, however, convinced that Tartuffe is sincere; hence no one can convince him otherwise. Tartuffe displays a kind of Christianity that Moliere terms as insane since there is a level of religious practices that do not show the reality of life. In this regard, mankind is immoral and corrupt from the original sin, which subjects them to dictatorial authorities under their control (Chill 158). The authorities are divinely appointed according to the belief system, and they include heads of households as well as puritan fathers. 
Religious hypocrites are very keen in satisfying their desires hence they remain strong to their faith and stand. In religious hypocrisy, the individuals live their lives to please their flesh and their strong beliefs. In most cases, one of the principles in religious practices is about the living of a life of spiritual growth before satisfying the flesh. However, many religious hypocrites cling to wealth and personal gain and satisfaction beyond the spiritual aspects. Cleante, the brother-in-law to Orgon, the patriarch, defends the views of the king. Cleante explains that God's expectation is that we enjoy the existence of earthly things as a gift from him without cursing it (Moliere 87). Orgon, on the other hand, fails to use reason when it comes to the matter of faith and bosses his family into miserable submission (Simonds 85). In this regard, he fails to give freedom to his family to enjoy the family resources. The marks of true faith give people a certain level of freedom as long as they do not go against the faith principles. 
In conclusion, Tartuffe lifestyle of religious hypocrisy is a proof that it is possible to successfully hide in religion for personal evil gains. Though religious hypocrisy seems obvious to many, it is difficult to accuse a person of the same since it is mostly applied by trusted individuals in the society. Tartuffe creates influence in his religious hypocrisy which helps in achieving his secret mission. Religious hypocrisy is hidden in the religion which blinds many people due to its good-looking intentions. When it comes to faith, a religious hypocrite is a strong believer of their faith. Religious hypocrites are very keen in satisfying their desires hence they remain strong to their faith and stand. 
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The famous Company of the Holy Sacrament, a secret
organizaion of priets and laymen, s now widely recognized
as having been a leading participant in the social action of
the French Counter Reformation. Founded toward the close
of the 1620s by followers of Cardinal Pierre de Bérulle, the
Company (known to its victims and critics as the cabale des
dévots) enlisted prominent nobles, magistrates and officials,
as well as religious figures, in a vast campaign against the
“evils of the age.” As the power of the central government
declined during the 1640's the dévots extended their net-
work of provincial branches to most of the kingdom and
promoted systematic projects for charitable assistance, for
reli]gious observance, and for the repression of various forms
of lower-class indiscipline and disorder. During the 1650's
the Company covertly prepared the way for the condemna-
tion of Jansenism (despite a significant rigorist tendency
within its own membership). However, the spread of the
Jansenist controversy, which sapped the strength of the whole
Teligious movement, also exposed the Company to the criti-
cism of an increasingly unsympathetic public opinion. A:
religious feelings waned the dévots were investigated, ridi-
culed, and attacked as meddling, conspiratorial vigilantes.
Finally, having aroused the suspicions of Mazarin, the Com-
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Moliére’s Satiric Use of the
Deus Ex Machina in Tartuffe
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"Do not believe anything merely because you are told itis so, because others believe i,
because it comes from Tradition, or because you have imagined it. Do not believe what
your teacher tells you merely out of respect. Believe, take for your doctrine, and hold true
10 that, which, after serious investigation, seems (0 you to further the welfare of all
beings. (47)"
— Jean-Yves Leloup

Compassion and Meditation: The Spiritual Dynamic between Buddhism and Christianity
When I learned that I had to directa show as my thesis, | immediately thought of

Tartuffe. As a young French girl I studied Molicre’s work quite a bit in school and was
always intrigued by hisability as a writer, storyteller and sociologist of his time. Moliére
has always written about his time, using humor and satire as tools to denounce the
madness of his contemporaries. Influenced by commedia dell’arte, a style that came from
taly to France, he wrote very well drawn characters, often called stock characters, such
as the ingénue, the fool, the villain and the maid, that allowed the audience to laugh and

get the point straight away.
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HYPOCRISY AND MORAL SERIOUSNESS
Roger Crisp and Christopher Cowton
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L PRETENCE

‘The Oxford English Dictionary defines
“hypocrsy” as follows: “The assuming of &

ons.espin espect ofrelgiousife orbeles:
hence i general sense, disimulatin, prence,
sham."3

The hypocrisy of pretence is exemplifid
‘most famously by Molibre's eponymous vi-
ain Tartuffe Tartutetrcks his way into the
atfections o therich Orgon by pretending 0
a virtuous character he entirely lacks. When
‘Orgon st encounters Tartuffe, for example, it
isin church, where the scoundrel would kncel
nearby, sighing and weeping as he prayed.

‘When Orgon hears of Tartffes poverty, he
has to force gifts on Tartuffe, who protests

oudly his unworthiness (0 receive them. And
50 the sham continues until Orgon banishes
his own son from the house when he tries (o
confront his father with Tarffes dupliciy

‘General caims about the hypocrisy of pre-
tence often turn out to be mistaken. For cxam-
ple, the hypocrisy of pretence need not be
molivated,asit clealy s the case of Tartutle,
by sefinterest Consider the Pharisces who
attemp 1o trap Christ with the quesion sbout
‘Cacsar' taxS They claim 1o be approsching
him s a teuly honest man who Knows what
‘God requires as I this is whal they are con-
cemed about, in fact hoping that he will con-
vic himsel by advocating the non-payment
of tax 0 the Emperor. Their hypocrisy can
be seen as malicous rather than purely ell.
interested. Another common case of non-
slfintrested hypocrisy i that moivated by
shame. T may pretend to others that  have
some vistue not in order 1o gain anything
from them, but merely because 1 am too
ashamed 10 admit my ault T may even be.
Tieve sincerely that it would be better for me
to sdmit .

‘Nor need the motivation behind the hy.
pocrisy of pretence be moraly diseputsble
Indeed pretence motivated by pretty well
anything — even some inexplicable whim —
can be hypocrical. I can even be other-in-
terested, and 1o that extent praisevorthy.
‘Consideran athest mother wh feignsa ltle
piy o the visitng Mother Superor inorder
1o increase her sincerely pious but exces-
svely sellcacing daugher's chances of be-
ing accepted into the convent”

“This case can also show (hat another gen-
eralclaim — that hypocrisy requires elfcon-
sciousness on the part of the hypocrite — is
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Tartuffe Reconsidered

by Gifford P. Orwen

T:'IE IABLE TARTUFFE like most perennial classics is susceptible
of many interpretations. Audiences have viewed with apparent equanimity
its chief protagonist in a variety of guises ranging from an oleaginous,
canting hypoerite of advanced years to a suave and sagacious young
Tibertine. The key to a valid interpretation would appear to reside, however,
in his relation to Orgon. Yet, in the main, both actors and crities have
tended to envisage two middle-aged men joined by bonds of religious
fervor, however specious. Only a sporadic interpretation, beginning pos-
sibly with that of du Croisy and terminating more recently with Michel
Auclair’s, has sought to establish what might be termed greater verisimili-
tude and plausibility in the situation. Since the homosexual element in the
relation between Orgon and Tartuffe is stated in such explicit terms by
Moliére, one cannot but question a reading which ignores completely this
aspect. It is an element, moreover, which in no way detracts from the basic
question of hypocrisy.

The presence of Tartuffe in the household of Orgon is, in itself, quite
unremarkable since affluent bourgeois homes frequently boasted of their
resident directeurs de conscience. That many of these so-called spiritual
advisers were no more than parasites, if not downright scamps, is likewise





